
The 8 mile extension of the Ghost Town Trail continues from the end of 

the current four mile Rexis Branch spur of the Ghost Town Trail at 

White Mill Crossing, past Belsano Crossing, to North Street in Cardiff. 

The project includes the construction of two former railroad bridges on 

the corridor. Once the entire extension is completed, it will be the first 

continuous loop rail-trail in the U.S., according to the Rails to Trails 

Conservancy. The approximate 7.5 additional miles of the extension that 

remain will eventually connect back onto the developed Ghost Town 

Trail in Cambria Twp., near the Rt. 219 overpass.  

The extension project is funded through a PennDOT TAP Grant, with 

funding assistance from the Community Initiatives Fund and the 

Penelec Fund for the Future of Greater Johnstown through the 

Community Foundation for the Alleghenies. Other partners include the 

C and I Trail Council and Blacklick Twp. Supervisors.  

This trail extension project was a long time in the making. From 1994 to 

1995, The C and I Trail Council, a volunteer, nonprofit organization 

established to promote the development of trails and greenways in 

Cambria and Indiana Counties, played a pivotal role in railbanking the 

C and I railroad corridor.  

When the C and I Railroad decided to close the corridor, Laurie 

Lafontaine, Vice President of the Trail Council, seized the opportunity. 

Lafontaine and the C and I Trail Council began lobbying for the trail 

and worked with countless community business leaders to secure the 

corridor for future trail use. Jerry Brant of the Northern Cambria 

Community Development Corporation (Norcam) stepped up to have 

Norcam serve as a placeholder for the transition of the corridor property 

since the Cambria County Conservation & Recreation Authority was not 

yet established. The corridor was successfully railbanked in 1995. 

Norcam eventually transferred the corridor property to the Cambria 

County Conservation & Recreation Authority in 1998.  

Blacklick Twp. Supervisors, Bethlehem Steel, America’s Industrial 

Heritage Project, Indiana County Parks and Trails, as well as many 

other local leaders and organizations were also integral to railbanking 

the corridor so that the trail could exist for generations to come. The 

trail extension will be named “Stritts Way” in memory of 20+ year 

CCCRA Board Member and trail advocate Tom Strittmatter.  
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GTT Extension Construction Underway 

Join us! 

GTT Extension  

Groundbreaking Ceremony 
Friday, April 21st   ▪   11 a.m. 

North St., Nanty Glo, PA 
 

*Construction began last fall, but now that the 

weather is nice, come celebrate with us. 

  Current Ghost Town Trail Stritts Way, Under Construction Planned, Seeking Funding 
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2017 Cambria County  

Trails Series  
Proceeds benefit the Cambria County Trails  

 

May 27  

Path of the Flood Historic Races  

Presented by JAHA & The CCCRA  

5K, 12K, Half Marathon –Johnstown, PA  
 

June 17  

The Ghost Town Trail Challenge  

50K, 25K, 12K — Endurance Hike  

Ebensburg, PA  
 

September 9  

Jim Mayer Trail Family Fun Run  

5K & Kids’ Trail Trot—Johnstown, PA  
 

 

 

More information and to register:  

www.cambriaconservationrecreation.com/trail-events/  

Path of the Flood Historic 

Races Partnership 

1,001 Tires Collected on Ghost Town Trail Ext. 

The Johnstown Area Heritage Association and the Cambria Country Conservation 

& Recreation Authority (CCCRA) have partnered to host this year’s Path of the 

Flood Historic Races on May 27th. The Races will now be part of the Cambria 

County Trails Series. Rec the Alleghenies, an initiative of the Community 

Foundation for the Alleghenies' Youth Philanthropy Interns, is a signature sponsor 

for the Races and the entire Trails Series. 

Thanks to the underwriting of the 1889 Foundation, youth 17 years of age and 

under can participate in the 12K and 5K events at no cost. This effort is to support 

the health and wellness of youth in our region, and to encourage more youth to get 

outdoors.  

The course follows the Path of the Flood Trail, which traces the path of the historic 

1889 flood and highlights the communities of South Fork, Mineral Point, the City 

of Johnstown and its boroughs. It also gives runners the opportunity to pass through 

the Staple Bend Tunnel, the first railroad tunnel in the U.S., which is owned and 

operated by the National Park Service: Western Pennsylvania Sites. The Races 

begin in South Fork and end at People’s Gas Natural Park in Johnstown. 

The POTF Historic Races would not be possible without the support of community 
sponsors and the cooperation of all involved municipalities. Sponsors include the 
Community Foundation for the Alleghenies, the 1889 Foundation, McIlwain 
Charters & Tours, the Chan Soon-Shiong Medical Center at Windber, Von’s 
United Beverage, Pivot Physical Therapy, Crown American Associates, and the 
National Park Service: Western Pennsylvania Sites. Additional sponsors are still 
being sought for the races. 

Multiple partnering organizations came together to collect a total of 1,001 
tires along the future extension of the Ghost Town Trail on Saturday, March 
25th. The event was a collaboration between the Cambria County 
Conservation & Recreation Authority, the Cambria County Conservation 
District, Boy Scout Troop #115, Mountain Laurel Chapter of Trout 
Unlimited, Saint Francis University Environmental Engineering Club, and 
many other community volunteers. A total of 40 volunteers came out for the 
event.  

The tire cleanup was funded by Keep Pennsylvania Beautiful’s 25 in 25 Grant 
Program, in conjunction with Keep Cambria County Beautiful, as well as the 
Bridgestone Tires4Ward program. Transporting the tires to a recycling facility 
and recycling the tires is quite costly, but this funding has made it possible. 
Additionally, as part of the Fugitive Tire Program, the Boy Scout Troop was 
given a donation of 50 cents per tire they collected.  

The property is on a hillside that drops over a wooded bank to the railroad, 
and then, a second even steeper bank to the creek bottom. Butch Kerchenski 
and other volunteers from the Mountain Laurel Chapter of Trout Unlimited 
installed a cable system to hoist the lowest tires up to the railroad grade with a 
powered capstan mounted to a pick-up truck towing hitch. He also cleared 
about a quarter mile of overhanging brush off the rail line to allow truck to 
access the pick-up area. The tires that were directly above the RR grade were 
rolled, dragged, and lowered to the railroad bed where they were loaded onto 
pick-up trucks and trailers. The vast majority of tires still contained rims, 
which made them twice as heavy. Multicomm of Hollidaysburg donated the 
use of their rigger to help loosen the tires. 

The cleanup project helped to eliminate those tires that would detract from the natural beauty that surrounds the future Ghost Town Trail extension and 
otherwise pose a threat to the wildlife and fragile ecosystem of the south branch of Blacklick Creek. The tires have sat along the C and I railroad corridor, 
which is the path of the trail extension, for over 50 years as a junkyard used to exist along the corridor. Blacklick Creek follows the trail on this portion, 
and tires exist on both sides. The tires will be recycled into reusable material such as rubber mulch, playground turf, or athletic turf. 



Senior/Student ($10) - Standard  
 

    Individual ($20) - Standard  
 

    Family ($35)  

      Standard + 4 stickers  
 

    Friend ($50)  

       Standard + 5 stickers  
 

    Patron ($100)  

       Standard + 5 stickers  
 

    Silver Business Sponsor ($150)  

      Standard + 5 stickers  
 

    Gold Business Sponsor ($250)  

      Standard + 5 stickers  

If you believe that great trails make great communities, we ask for your support to 
enhance and expand our regional treasures, the Cambria County Trails. The three 
major community trails that we manage include the Ghost Town Trail, the Path of 
the Flood Trail, and the Jim Mayer Riverswalk Trail,. With your tax-deductible 
membership donation, we can deliver projects that will enhance and expand 
our trails, making them even better for generations to come.  
 
All tax-deductible membership donations include these standard benefits:  

   $5 off Cambria County Trails Series registration fees.  
   Quarterly CCCRA newsletter.  
   Oval sticker with Cambria County Trails logo.  

 

Tales from the Trails 

2017 Friends of the Trails Membership 

Trail users share stories from the Cambria County Trails. 

My eyes open to a brand new day. It’s Sunday, and the sunshine is 
brightening my room. After a hectic week I’m feeling optimistic. From 
cancelled meetings, to mechanical problems with my car, to unsettling 
doctor appointments, it was time for a fresh start. What better way to 
cleanse your mind than getting outside to enjoy nature. I’m fortunate to live 
within a few miles of several popular biking and hiking trails. Whether it’s 
to heal your mind or body, these trails are a huge asset to our community. 

Today I find myself along the Path of the Flood Trail. This section 
meanders along the Mainline Railroad from Ehrenfeld to Mineral Point. 
Along the trail you’ll find markers describing the events during the flood of 
1889. Pedaling down the trail I realize how lucky I am. It’s rare to find 
such a clear sunny day in January. Although the cool 28 degrees isn’t 
exactly biking weather, it feels good to be out in the crisp air. Soon all my 
worries from the week are quickly washed away.  

Midway down the trail I take a break to view a train pulling oil tankers east 
on the mainline. Watching them cross over the Conemaugh Viaduct, I 
wonder how it must’ve looked during the tragic flood. The original viaduct 
was destroyed by the forces of the flood. The rushing water and debris 
temporarily dammed up here, until the viaduct gave way. Although it gave 
the water more strength, I wonder if it also allowed people in the flood’s 
path a few more minutes to escape. It’s amazing how nature can destroy, 
and can also heal. 

As I start retracing my tracks to return back to the trailhead I notice other 
tracks. Several deer had recently crossed making their way to the river 
below. I see impressions made by fellow path users with their dogs 
accompanying them. There is evidence where squirrels took a break from 
gathering acorns to munch on some of their stash. None of these I saw in 
person. But, they were all there, finding what they needed to sustain their 
lives.  Although its name tells us of a tragic disaster, the trail reminds us 
that life is not a catastrophe. It is a place of simple beauty…if you choose 
the right path. 

Written by Trail User, Patti Jones (Mineral Point, PA) 

 Renew or begin your 
Friends of the Trails          
membership today! 

 

 

Patti Jones takes a break to enjoy the view on the Path of the Flood Trail. 

NAME _________________________________________ 

ADDRESS_______________________________ 

CITY __________________________STATE _______  ZIP____________  

EMAIL_________________________________ 

PHONE ______________________________________________________ 

*Please clip and mail form with a check (made payable to  
Cambria County Conservation & Recreation Authority) to:  
 

Cambria County Conservation & Recreation Authority  
401 Candlelight Drive, Suite 240  
Ebensburg, PA 15931  
 

You can also become a Friend of the Trails by visiting our website:         
www.cambriaconservationrecreation.com.  

Friends of the Trails - Membership Levels  

Please check one:  



 

Cambria County Conservation & Recreation Authority  

401 Candlelight Drive, Suite 240  

Ebensburg, PA 15931  

(814) 472-2110  
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Japanese Knotweed, a common invasive species, can be found in recreation spaces all over 

the U.S., including on all three of the Cambria County Trails. Japanese knotweed spreads 

rapidly, forming dense thickets that crowd and shade out native vegetation. This reduces 

species diversity, alters natural ecosystems, and negatively impacts wildlife habitat.  

Natural Biodiversity, a program of Nature Abounds, and Saint Francis University will be 

partnering with us this spring/summer to help address the Japanese Knotweed concern on the 

Jim Mayer Riverswalk Trail. Douglas Beri Jr., Director of Natural Biodiversity, will be 

working with Dr. Gail Druz and her students on a carbon starvation technique as a possible 

way to control the rapidly spreading invasive species without spraying. The basic premise of 

the technique is that repeated defoliation drains a plant's carbohydrate stores in its roots.  

Nature Abounds, a national 501c3 non-profit organization, encourages you to Unplug from 

the societal "norms", Wake Up to the natural world around you, and to Take Action for a 

healthier environment.  

A view from the bridge near Buttermilk Falls 

on the Jim Mayer Riverswalk Trail in 

Johnstown. Photo by Erica Claycomb. 

Tackling an Invasive Species 

Grant awarded for GTT Bridge Project 
Thank you to the Penelec Fund for the Future of Greater Johnstown of the Community 

Foundation for the Alleghenies for awarding a $3,000 grant to renovate and put new decking 

on a bridge on the Ghost Town Trail extension. Luke Lockard, a Junior at Central Cambria 

High School, will be working on the trail bridge this spring and summer as his Eagle Scout 

project. The bridge is on the C and I railroad corridor, one mile from Revloc.  It is the last 

bridge that needs to be completed so that the CCCRA can finish the undeveloped section of 

the trail.  Funds are currently being sought for this section. See map on front page.  


