
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Friends of the Trails 
Cambria County Conservation & Recreation Authority 

Ghost Town Trail  ▪  Path of the Flood Trail  ▪  Jim Mayer Riverswalk Trail 

www.cambriaconservationrecreation.com              Summer 2017 

Path of the Flood Historic Races draws 900+ 
The 4th annual Path of Flood Historic Races presented by the Johnstown 
Area Heritage Association (JAHA) and the Cambria County Conservation 
& Recreation Authority (CCCRA) was held on Saturday, May 27, 2017. 
Events included the Half Marathon, 12K, and 5K. Approximately 900 
participants from 24 different states joined in the races. Over 120 of the 
contestants in the 12k and 5k were youth members, 17 and younger. Each 
finisher received a metal, t-shirt, and glass. Many other events stemmed 
from the races, such as a spaghetti dinner for contestants, a post-race 
festival for all to enjoy, and local tours and attractions opened up.  

The CCCRA manages the Path of the Flood Trail, and the Races are a part 
of the 2017 Cambria County Trails Series. ‘Rec the Alleghenies’, an 
initiative of the Community Foundation for the Alleghenies’ Youth 
Philanthropy Interns, is a signature sponsor for the Races and the entire 
Trails Series. 

The course follows the Path of the Flood Trail, which traces the path of the 
historic 1889 flood and highlights the communities of South Fork, Mineral 
Point, the City of Johnstown and its boroughs. It also gives runners the 
opportunity to pass through the Staple Bend Tunnel, the first railroad 
tunnel in the U.S. The Races begin in South Fork and end at People’s Gas 
Natural Park in Johnstown. 

The POTF Historic Races would not be possible without the support of 
community sponsors, including ‘Rec the Alleghenies’, an initiative of the 
Community Foundation for the Alleghenies’, the 1889 Foundation, 
National Park Service: Western PA Sites, Von’s United Beverage, 
McIlwain Charters & Tours, Indiana First Bank, Chan Soon-Shiong  

Medical Center at Windber, Pivot Physical Therapy, JEMCOR, Renewal    
By Andersen of Central PA, Kamzik Septic & Porta-John, Pitt Johnstown 
Athletics, Crown American Associates, City Brake and Auto Service, 
Suppes Ford, Allied Milk Producers, and Sheetz, Inc.  

Art Mural added to Ghost Town Trail  

Artist Todd Stiffler and Brennan Brougher work on the art mural on 
the Ghost Town Trail on the day of the 2017 GTT Challenge on June 
17th. This project was funded by the Friends of the Trails program. 

The Cambria County Conservation & Recreation Authority (CCCRA) 
commissioned artists  from the Bottle Works Ethnic Arts Center to paint 
an art mural on the Route 219 underpass on the Ghost Town Trail in  
Revloc, approximately two miles from the Ebensburg  trailhead. Thanks 
to funding provided by  trail users through the Friends of the Trails 
program, this project was achievable. 

This was part one of a multi-year project to paint all four pillars. The 
hope is that all pillars will be completed by the opening of the GTT 
Extension, which will be the first continuous loop rail-trail in the U.S. 
The mural will serve as the gateway to the GTT extension that connects 
to the current GTT in Revloc. 

The mural features various highlights of the trail, as well as the natural 
and native surroundings. Artist Todd Stiffler and Brennan Brougher 
worked on the mural from June 14 through June 21.  

Two art murals were painted by the Bottle Works Ethnic Arts Center 
and community members last summer on the Jim Mayer Riverswalk 
Trail in Johnstown. These were other Friends of the Trails funded 
project.  To see the completed murals, hit the trail soon and check them 
out soon! 

Joseph Nibert, Florentine Gauss, Ella Nibert, Alexis Nibert, & Garbrielle Nibert 

pose at the finish line after Path of the Flood Historic Races 5K on May 27, 2017.  



 

Goats Graze along  

Jim Mayer Trail 
People came from all over the region to check out the nearly 20 goats 
that grazed along the Jim Mayer Riverswalk Trail in the middle of 
Johnstown in May. The Cambria County Conservation & Recreation 
Authority (CCCRA)  partnered with Trinity Farms Center for Healing, 
the Cambria County Corrections Center, and Beginnings Inc. Family 
Foundations Academy to bring goats to the Jim Mayer Riverswalk Trail 
at the Bridge St. trailhead in Ferndale, which is along the Stonycreek 
River.  

Goats and volunteers tackled the ongoing prevalence of the invasive 
Japanese Knotweed along the Jim Mayer Riverswalk Trail. 12 Kiko 
breed goats from the farm grazed along the trail for four days, starting 
May 20, on an approximate one acre section of land between the Jim 
Mayer Riverswalk Trail in Johnstown and the Stonycreek River. People 
could watch the goats  from the Ferndale Bridge.  

Trinity Farms Center for Healing is a volunteer driven nonprofit 
organization dedicated to creating a supportive and healing community 
by utilizing animals and fresh air.  One approach to program 
sustainability is the GetUR Goat Land Grazers, powered by a grant from 
the Community Foundation for the Alleghenies.  

Japanese Knotweed spreads rapidly, forming dense thickets that crowd 
and shade out native vegetation. This reduces species diversity, alters 
natural ecosystems, and negatively impacts wildlife habitat. Goats can 
eat 20 percent of their body weight in vegetation each day. Using goats 
has become a popular way in cities across the U.S. to control invasive 
overgrowth, rather than using herbicides.  

Clifford Kitner, 
Executive Director,  

Cambria County 
Conservation & 

Recreation 
Authority 

Greetings from the Executive Director 

It is an exciting time for the CCCRA Board 
and Staff. Trail season is in full swing, and we 
have a lot of folks out on the trails. 

The CCCRA continues to work on the C and I 
extension of the Ghost Town Trail with a 
PennDot TAP Grant and funding assistance 
from the Community Initiatives Fund and the 
Penelec Fund for the Future of Greater 
Johnstown through the Community Foundation 
for the Alleghenies. The eight  mile extension 
will go from the end of the current Rexis 
Branch at White Mill Crossing, past the 
Belsano Crossing, to North Street in Cardiff. 
The project includes the construction of two 
bridges and started in November 2016. The 
contractor is currently laying stone and top 
coat. They expect the trail to be complete by 
the end of July 2017. The bridges will take a 
little longer with an estimated completion date 
closer to November.  

The CCCRA was also able to secure a 
Department of Community and Economic 
Development Grant (DCED) in the amount of 
$170,000 to study the connection of trails and 
landmarks through downtown Johnstown. We 
are also anticipating a $30,000 award to help 
with this study.  

We have picked a firm to do the study, 
pending approval from funding agencies. 
These trails will connect vital community 
assets, including parks and public open spaces, 
national register historic districts, and cultural 
sites.  

Two new projects the CCCRA is working 
towards are a trail connection between Duman 
Lake and the Ghost Town Trail and a trail to 
connect Carrolltown and Patton. Stay tuned for 
news on these future ventures.  

As a reminder, the Ehrenfeld Mine 
Reclamation Project also continues to move 
forward. Anyone that drives by Ehrenfeld on 
Route 219 can see that the progress has been 
tremendous. 

Read through the newsletter to learn more 
about our Friends of the Trails projects and 
initiatives. We encourage you to get outdoors 
and use the trails, especially during this 
beautiful summer season with an abundance of 
summer flowers in bloom. Take a deep breath, 
and enjoy nature! 



Senior/Student ($10) - Standard  
 

    Individual ($20) - Standard  
 

    Family ($35)  

      Standard + 4 stickers  
 

    Friend ($50)  

       Standard + 5 stickers  
 

    Patron ($100)  

       Standard + 5 stickers  
 

    Silver Business Sponsor ($150)  

      Standard + 5 stickers  
 

    Gold Business Sponsor ($250)  

      Standard + 5 stickers  

If you believe that great trails make great communities, we ask for your support to 
enhance and expand our regional treasures, the Cambria County Trails. The three 
major community trails that we manage include the Ghost Town Trail, the Path of 
the Flood Trail, and the Jim Mayer Riverswalk Trail,. With your tax-deductible 
membership donation, we can deliver projects that will enhance and expand 
our trails, making them even better for generations to come.  
 
All tax-deductible membership donations include these standard benefits:  

   $5 off Cambria County Trails Series registration fees.  
   Quarterly CCCRA newsletter.  
   Oval sticker with Cambria County Trails logo.  

 

Triumphs on the Trails 

2017 Friends of the Trails Membership 

The Friends of the Trails program provided funding for all of the great 
projects that you will read about below. Let’s keep working together to 
enhance and expand the Cambria County Trails! 
 
April 22 was the second annual Earth Day cleanup of the Cambria 
County Trails.  Approximately 70 volunteers from local service 
organizations dedicated their time to help keep the trails clean. The 
Greater Johnstown High School Interact Club and members of the 
Johnstown community came together to clean up the Jim Mayer 
Riverswalk Trail. Mount Olive United Methodist Church in Sidman 
picked up litter on the Path of the Flood Trail. The church has adopted 
the section from Fifficktown to Mineral Point to take care of twice per 
year. The Ebensburg Area and Nanty Glo Girl Scouts volunteered their 
time to clean up the Ghost Town Trail in Nanty Glo. Nearly 75 bags of 
garbage and miscellaneous items were collected. Thank you to those 
volunteers who joined us! 
 
Volunteers of Johnstown’s Vision2025 Pet Friendliness Capture Team 
set up three new Pet Waste Stations on April 24. They are located along 
the trail near the Riverside, Bridge St., and Messenger St. trail heads.  
 
On April 29, Johnstown’s Vision2025 Green Space/Trails Capture 
Team, the Rotary Club of Richland, and community members donated 
their time and talent to the trail by weeding, relocating, and planting 
native nursery beds at the Bridge St. and Riverside trail heads of the Jim 
Mayer Riverswalk Trail. A pollinator garden was added at Bridge St., 
along with native plants near the new pet waste stations.  
 
A new topcoat of surface material was put on the original section of the 
Jim Mayer Riverswalk Trail on May 23. This segment stretches from 
Riverside to Bridge St. in Johnstown. It had not been resurfaced in many  

 
years. Robindale Energy Services, Inc. supplied trucks to haul the stone 
and surface material to the designated location. NRG Energy contributed 
the machinery and had volunteers come out to lay the topcoat. The 
topcoat was purchased with funding from the Friends of the Trails 
program. See photo above from the work day.  
 
The CCCRA partnered with Bottle Works Ethic Arts Center to paint a 
mural on the Route 219 underpass along the Ghost Town Trail. The 
artwork includes landmarks of the trail, as well as native flowers. Artists 
Todd Stiffler and Brennan Brougher painted from June 14 - 21.  

 Renew or begin your 
Friends of the Trails          
membership today! 

 

 

NAME _________________________________________ 

ADDRESS_______________________________ 

CITY __________________________STATE _______  ZIP____________  

EMAIL_________________________________ 

PHONE ______________________________________________________ 

*Please clip and mail form with a check (made payable to  
Cambria County Conservation & Recreation Authority) to:  
 

Cambria County Conservation & Recreation Authority  
401 Candlelight Drive, Suite 240  
Ebensburg, PA 15931  
 

You can also become a Friend of the Trails by visiting our website:         
www.cambriaconservationrecreation.com.  

Friends of the Trails - Membership Levels  

Please check one:  

Volunteers from NRG Energy put a new topcoat on the Jim Mayer Riverswalk Trail. Topcoat 

purchased by Friends of the Trails, and trucks donated by Robindale Energy Services, Inc.  
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401 Candlelight Drive, Suite 240  
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(814) 472-2110  
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The 2nd Annual Ghost Town Trail Challenge was on June 17 and was the second event of 
the 2017 Cambria County Trails Series. The Full Challenge was a 32 mile endurance hike 
that began at Saylor Park in Blairsville The Half Challenge was 16 miles (25k) and started 
near the Wehrum Trailhead. The Friends/Family Challenge was 7.5 miles (12k) and started 
at the Nanty Glo Trailhead. All distances started at 7 am and ended at the YPCC in 
Ebensburg. Participants received a commemorative growler to take for a fill-up of locally 
crafted trail beer at Country Garden 6 Pack nearby. All proceeds from the Ghost Town 
Trail Challenge benefit the enhancement and expansion of the Cambria County Trails. 
There were approximately 140 participants.   
 

Over 130 complete 2017 GTT Challenge 

Thank you to our 2017 GTT Challenge Sponsors! 

 Saint Francis University (Signature Level) 

 ‘Rec the Alleghenies,’ an initiative of 
the Community Foundation for the  
Alleghenies (Signature level) 

 Kongsberg Protech Systems USA          
(Gold Level) 

 Up-N-Running Ebensburg (Silver Level) 

 Robindale Energy Services, Inc.            

(Silver level) 

 Country Garden 6 Pack (Silver Level) 

 First Student (Silver Level)  

 Ebensburg Insurance Agency                 
(Patron Level)  

 Ebensburg Fitness (Patron Level) 

 Levity Brewing Co.  

 1st Summit Bank (Patron Level) 

 The Big Stone Inn (Patron Level) 

 McCall Motors Inc (Patron Level) 

 Applebee's Ebensburg (Patron Level 

 McAneny Brothers, Inc. (Patron Level 

 Coca-Cola (Patron Level) 

Jim Mayer Trail Family Fun Run 
September 9th  ▪  9 a.m.  ▪  Johnstown, PA 

5K Run/Walk  
Free Kids' Trail Trot presented by MedExpress  
Register:  www.cambriaconservationrecreation.com/trail-events/  

Final event of the 2017 Cambria County Trails Series 
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